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Travellers buoyed by top-level 


TRAVELLERS fighting to remain 
living at Europe’s biggest unau- 
thorised settlement are feeling 
more positive following talks 
with the Office of the Deputy 
Prime Minister (ODPM). 

Dale Farm traveller site 
spokesmen Kathleen McCarthy 
and Richard Sheridan joined rep- 
resentatives from gipsy and trav- 


■ By JON AUSTIN 

Political reporter 

eller groups across the country 
for the meeting with the ODPM 
Gypsy Unit about the sprawling 
site, near Billericay. 

Mr Sheridan said the discus- 
sion had gone “very well" and he 
raised fears with officials about 


the health and safety risks posed 
to children if a large-scale evic- 
tion took place at the site. 

Representatives also discussed 
whether recommendations made 
by the Strasbourg-based 
European and Roma Forum set 
up by the Council of Europe, to 
put a moratorium on all evictions 
until alternative sites are found 


I 

meeting 

could be adopted by the 
Government. 

An ODPM spokesman con- 
firmed a range of issues were dis- 
cussed. 

He said: “ODPM officials met 
with a range of gipsy and trav- 
eller groups to discuss national 
policy Individual planning cases 
were not discussed.” 


